
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLASS INFORMATION AND SYLLABUS 

 
Photographers have long been inspired by the 
stunning overlooks along the remote North Rim. 
Here we capture compelling compositions of the 
quiet, high-elevation side of Grand Canyon. 
Visiting the North Rim in autumn adds the visual 
treat of bright yellow aspen trees amongst dark 
evergreens, and possible bison sightings in the 
meadows. This workshop includes a special 4-mile 
roundtrip hike to shoot sunset at Cape Final, a 
spectacular viewpoint.  
 
You will learn to better understand lighting and 
composition through hands-on experiences and 
individual feedback. The small class size allows for 
one-on-one instruction, problem solving, sharing 
of techniques, and new ideas. 
 
SEVEN KEYS TO BETTER PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Light: color and direction of light, quality of light 
(direct, diffused, and reflected) influence of 
weather 
Composition: relate shapes, find visual pathways, 
use rule of thirds, simplify and have a point of 
interest 
Depth: use clues of perspective: near-to-far size 
change, overlap of elements, and atmospheric 
tonality 
Focus: understand depth of field; toes-to-horizon 
overall sharpness; sharp subject/blurred 
background 
Vision: clarifying a theme, exploring visual 
moods, seeing an image in picture frame or book 
cover 
Intimacy: get to know your subject, look deeply, 
build a relationship, and communicate in their 
world 
Passion: follow your curiosity, experiment, 
expand skills through practice, immerse in a 
subject or theme 
 
The following itinerary is designed to be a 
guide for our locations and activities, and will 
be flexible to changes.  
DAY 1  

Morning 
Meet 9 am (Mountain Standard Time) at North 
Rim Campground Ranger Kiosk for introduction 
to class. Bring camera gear and a notebook. 
Discuss: Lighting, Composition, Depth, Focus, 
Vision, Intimacy, and Passion, Structural Elements 
Review: Exposure Compensation, White Balance, 
ISO, Aperture, and Shutter Speed 
 
Mid-day shoot 
Meet 11 am at Campground Ranger Kiosk, 
carpool to the Kaibab National Forest to explore 
dirt roads and photograph groves of bright yellow 
aspens. 
 
Sunset shoot 
Discuss: Creative photography, Inspiration, 
Importance of Clouds. 
Theme: Foreground and depth 
Location: Meet 3:00 pm at Campground 
Ranger Kiosk to car pool to Cape Royal for sunset 
 
DAY 2 
Sunrise shoot  
Location: Meet 5:15 am at Campround 
Ranger Kiosk, car pool to Point Imperial for 
sunrise. Bring your own snacks and water. 
Theme: Contrasts and drama 
 
Mid-day review 
Meet 1:00 pm at Campground Ranger Kiosk, 
carpool to Community Room for photo review, 
bring 5 images. 
 
Afternoon shoot  
Location: Meet 2:30pm at Campground 
Ranger Kiosk, carpool to Widforss Trail, 4-mile 
roundtrip hike, sunset.. Bring headlamp/flashlight, 
snacks, and water. 
Review: depth of field, lens choices, filters  
Theme: Energy points and lines 
 
DAY 3 
Sunrise shoot 
Location: Meet 5:30 am at Campground 
Ranger Kiosk, car pool to Bright Angel Point for 
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sunrise. 
Theme: Viewpoint and inclusive awareness 
Logistics: Bring your own snacks and water 
 
Mid-day shoot 
Meet 10:30 am at Campground Ranger Kiosk, 
carpool to North Kaibab Trail, 2-mile roundtrip 
hike to Coconino Overlook. Bring lunch for a 
picnic at the overlook.  
 
Sunset shoot  
Theme: Curiosity and intimacy 
Location: Meet at 4:30 pm at Campground 
Ranger Kiosk, hike Transept Trail to Grand 
Canyon Lodge, sunset, bring headlamp, car shuttle 
to campground. 
 
DAY 4 
Sunrise shoot 
Theme: Relationships and edges 
Location: Meet 5:15 am at Campground 
Ranger Kiosk, car pool to Cape Royal for sunrise. 
Logistics: Bring food for snacks on location 
 
Class conclusion 
Meet 10:00 am at Campground Ranger Kiosk, 
carpool to Community Room for photo review, 
bring 5 images, Lightroom/Photoshop 
demonstration  
1:00 pm, class concludes. 
 
SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT:  

 Warm Clothing—Temperatures will 
range from 30° to 70°. Bring multiple 
layers of quick-dry clothing (avoid 
cotton), waterproof jacket, rain pants, 
hiking boots, hat, and gloves.  

 Collapsible Camp Chair—This optional 
item will come in handy in camp. 

 Headlamp with new batteries 

 Hiking Boots with sturdy soles. 

 Camera Pack that can also carry food, 
water and extra clothes. Lowepro® packs 
work well. 

 Water, at least 1-2 liters per outing 

 Food: snacks for sunrise & sunset shoots. 

 Sunscreen, Lip Balm, Sunglasses 

 Notebook (at least 5˝ x 7˝) with firm 
backing and a pen/pencil for taking 
notes. 

 Camera with adjustable aperture, shutter 
speed, and ISO, and interchangeable 
lenses.  

 Lenses: Range of lenses or a zoom lens 
that covers from about 17mm to 300mm, 
and lens cleaning tissue. 

 Filters: Polarizer and graduated neutral 
density filters, optional. 

 Camera Manual: for your camera 

 Micro Fiber Cloths: for lens cleaning 

 Memory cards: Bring several.  

 Camera battery charger, extra battery, 
camera owner’s manual. 

 Tripod: Necessary for tack sharpness, 
fine compositional adjustments, and long 
exposures. Tripods with independent leg 
action are most useful. (Avoid tripods 
with angled braces attaching to a collar 
midway down the center post.) Ball heads 
are recommended for ease of use. RRS 
(Really Right Stuff),Gitzo® and 
Bogen/Manfrotto® are reliable brands. 

 Cable release: Prevent camera shake on 
tripod for long exposures, optional.  

 Laptop computer: Download and edit 
your images for class reviews. 

 Adobe Lightroom and/or Photoshop: 
optional; Suzanne will have on her laptop. 

 USB flash drive/memory stick: 
Transfer your selected photos for class 
review, optional. 

 
ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR 

Suzanne Mathia is a professional freelance 
photographer, author and workshop instructor, 
whose work regularly appears in Arizona Highways 
Magazine, as well as numerous national 
publications such as National Geographic, Outdoor 
Photographer, Digital Photographer and publications 
for the Nature Conservancy, Global Action Team, 
and Smith SouthWestern. Her prints are also 
exhibited in both commercial and private 
collections around the country. 

An Adobe Certified Expert in Lightroom and 
Photoshop, Suzanne teaches workshops in 
Landscape Photography for Arizona Highways 
Photo Workshops as well as her own private 
workshops and classes. 

Suzanne was born and raised amidst the green 
rolling hills of the English countryside but is now 
completely at home surrounded by the arid desert 
and swirling sandstone of the Southwest. She 
finds Arizona a land of intense beauty and 
preposterous contradiction. 



Her photographs capture the diversity of 
waterfalls, snow-capped mountains, autumn 
leaves, and desert sands, from the magnitude of 
the immense landscape to the smallest, most 
discreet of details. 

“The desert can be unforgiving of even the 
smallest errors, treating the unprepared harshly. 
But, for the few with passion, those who are 
willing to begin their trek at the end of the road, 
the secret world of the Southwest is revealed.” 

Suzanne loves to challenge the ruggedness of the 
land, the great distances to be traveled, and 
intense weather conditions to capture images of 
Arizona and the Southwest that expose its many 
treasures and extremes. 

Her images reflect her keen sense of curiosity, 
patience, and the ability to see the world and its 
magic places in new and creative ways. 


